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WEEK 2
At God’s party, the invitation is for us all.
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	“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven.”
Luke 6:37 NIV
	DAY 1

Judging other people comes pretty easily to most of us, especially when the person has hurt us in some way. When someone does something to offend or upset us, we tend to move quickly to thinking or saying something judgmental or harsh about them. But what would happen if you chose a different way? What would happen if instead of responding with judgment, you responded with forgiveness? That’s exactly what Jesus did for us! Where He could have judged us for the things we’ve done, instead He simply chose to forgive us. So this week, take some time to think about someone who has hurt or offended you. How can you respond to them with forgiveness instead of judgment this week?
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	“Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring praise to God.”
Romans 15:7 NIV
	DAY 2

No matter how old we are, where we come from, or what life looks like for us, the desire to be accepted by other people remains the same for us all. But even though we can’t always find that acceptance from others, we can find it from God. He has accepted each of us, no matter what! And He’s called us to offer that same loving and unconditional acceptance to others. When we do, we’re showing them a glimpse of who God is, and that’s pretty cool! This week, thank God for always accepting you. Then, ask Him to show you someone in your life who needs to feel that same acceptance. Pray for the courage to be the one to show them that kind of love.
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	“All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away.” 

John 6:37 NIV
	DAY 3

Fact: We all know somebody who gets on our nerves. And when people annoy us, we want to do everything we can to get away from them. We drive them away from us so that we don’t have to deal with whatever it is that bothers us about them. But here’s something important to remember: Jesus never does that with us. He models the way we should treat other people, and He always treats us with acceptance. He desires to connect with and have a relationship with us when we’re at our best and when we’re at our worst. Think about what it would look like for you to offer the same to the people in your life—even the ones who really get on your nerves. 
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	“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.”
Luke 19:10 NIV
	DAY 4

Every single person was created for relationship with God. Somewhere along the way, that purpose for our lives can get lost. Maybe it’s because of bad choices, or painful circumstances, or just confusion on what it is we really believe. Whatever it is, so many of us often lose sight of the purpose God created us for. But that’s where Jesus comes in! He came to seek and save us from being lost. He came to make sure that we can all find our way back to a relationship with God. Do you know someone who may be feeling lost or without God right now? Find the courage to share this verse with them, invite them to church, or simply remind them that God loves them even when they’re lost. 
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	“Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathetic, love one another, be compassionate and humble.”
1 Peter 3:8 NIV 


	DAY 5

Take time to read this verse again. The qualities listed here? Like-minded, sympathetic, loving, compassionate, humble—these are all qualities that God wants to define the way we treat each other. This is God’s vision for the way our relationships should look. It may not always be easy, but when we lead with these things, our relationships will not only be better, but they’ll begin to reflect some of who God is to the people around us. And that’s pretty amazing! This week, have a conversation in your small group about this verse. Talk about how you can make this the way you treat each other. Then, memorize the verse together to help you keep in mind how God wants you to treat each other. 



[image: image9]
DAILY DEVOTIONAL








Worth Repeating














